


Schedule 

Pastor Chris Weeks serves as the lead pastor at Kent City Baptist 

Church. He received his Masters from Moody Bible Institute, taught 

the Bible for a year in Russia, and is a gifted communicator and the 

author of several books on topics ranging from discipleship to the 

importance of fathers. Over 25 plus years of ministry, he has 

demonstrated a passion for seeing people understand the grace of 

God and living in it. He and his wife Michelle have four children and 

are delighted to share God’s Word with us. 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Christopher Weeks, Kent City Baptist Church 

FRIDAY,  M ARCH 10  

6:00 -  7 :00 PM  

7:00 -  8 :15 PM  

8:15 -  8 :40 PM  

8:40 -  9 :30 PM  

REGISTRATION AND EXHIBITS OPEN  

GENERAL SESSION #1  

EXHIBITS AND VENDORS  

WORKSHOP SESSION #1  

8:30 -  9 :20 AM  

9:20 -  10:00 AM  

10:00 -  11:15 AM  

11:15 -  12:20 AM  

12:20 -  1 :10 PM  

1:10 -  1 :40 PM  

1:40 -  2 :30 PM  

2:30 -  2 :50 PM  

2:50 -  4 :00 PM  

WORKSHOP SESSION #2  

BREAK/EXHIBITS  

GENERAL SESSION #2  

LUNCH AND EXHIBITS  

WORKSHOP SESSION #3  

BREAK/EXHIBITS  

WORKSHOP SESSION #4  

BREAK/EXHIBITS  

GENERAL SESSION #3  

SATURDAY,  MARCH 11  

CONFERENCE LOCATION: 

Calvary Baptist Church, 1200 28th St. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49508 



Registration 

Exhibitors 
Cedarville University 

EM Technologies 

Jeffery Parker Architects 

Student Statesmanship Institute 

School of Missionary Aviation 

Cranhill Ranch 

New Creations Prison Ministries 

Regular Baptist Press 

Child Evangelism Fellowship 

Life Matters Worldwide 

Pine Ridge Bible Camp 

Lincoln Lake Baptist Youth Camp 

Hope for Single Moms 

Pleasant Valley Bible Camp 

Lake Ann Camp 

Camp Michawana 

George Brainard 

Warning Lights 

Starlight Ministries 

Clarks Summit University & Baptist Bible Seminary 

Reasons for Hope 

Love Goes Home: Helping Churches Help Orphans 

Faith Baptist Bible College & Theological Seminary 

Hearts with a Purpose 

Pastor-In-Residence Ministries, Inc. (PIR Ministries) 

Focus on the Family 

Cornerstone University: Grand Rapids Theological Seminary 

Terry Porter: Executive Coaching 

MI Bible Clubs (BCM International) 

Children’s Bible Ministries Project Michigan 

Centennial Park Counseling 

Compass 28:19 

Keys for Kids Ministries 

PRE-REGISTRATION: 

JAN 1 – MAR 3 = $45  

REGULAR REGISTRATION: 

AFTER MARCH 3 = $60  

Accommodations 

Fairfield Inn & Suites 

3930 Stahl Drive SE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49546 

The Church Ministry Conference offers discounted 

hotel rates at the Fairfield Inn & Suites Grand Rapids. 

To make your reservation, visit our website: 

www.churchministriesconference.com/accommodations/ 

Reservations must be made by February 17, 2023. 

Check with your church representative for more information or register online at: 

www.churchministriesconference.com 

To register via mail, please make your check payable to the Church Ministries Conference 

and send to: Rice Lake Baptist Church, PO Box 156, Grant, MI 49327 



Session  WORKSHOPS  /  FRIDAY, 8:40 – 9:30 PM 

GENERAL 
Room 32 – Loving the Pastor Beyond the Pulpit 
Chris Minor, Oakfield Baptist Church 
NFL coaches and pastors have a lot in common.The average NFL coach lasts four seasons before lack of support 
causes him to be out of a job and, along with his wife and kids, abandoned by a community. Far too often, pastors 
and their families are abandoned by a church when they don’t like his performance. Or, the pastor is burned out 
from lack of support. Healthy churches come from healthy pastors, and healthy pastors come from being loved 
beyond the pulpit. How do you truly love your pastor?  How do you love them if God calls for a transition?  
 
Room 50 – Crucial Dialogue  
Andrew Bauer, Magnify Church 
How we handle crucial dialogue moments when there are opposing opinions about high stakes issues is vital to 
church and relational health. At this workshop we will learn how to navigate our hearts, how to share our 
perspectives in a way that builds safety, how to listen to another person so that vulnerability is possible and how to 
move forward with greater trust and a clearer purpose.  
 
Room 31/33 – Prayerful Dependence on God in Ministry 
David Rodgers, Trinity Baptist Church 
Prayer is necessary for gospel ministry because Gospel ministry is dependent on God, prayer shows our 
dependence on God. We can develop the best vision statement, plan to work with parents, choose the best 
curriculum, and develop an awesome plan. BUT we need to remember that ultimately salvation belongs to and 
comes from our God. Prayer shows this commitment. This workshop will include teaching on tools for and time to 
prayer for you, your church, and other churches. 

 
DISCIPLESHIP 
Room 34 – Developing a Young Adults Ministry in Your Local Church 
Ben Phebus, Magnify Church 
Do you have young adults looking for a way to connect and build relationships with peers and mentors? Are you 
wondering how your church can be more intentional in fulfilling Paul's instructions to train up young men and women 
(Titus 2:3-8)? This workshop aims to encourage you with practical insights into caring for and discipling young 
adults in your church. 

 
Room 38 – Seven Principles of a Life-Changing Small Group Ministry 
Terry Porter, Health From the Inside Out 
The small group ministry of a local church is a great place to connect to other members, invite visitors, and meet 
spiritual and relational needs within the group, but what happens when the group is toxic or disorganized? If left 
unchecked, the negative influence will permeate through other groups and the church. Join Terry Porter as he walks 
you through Seven Principles of a Life-Changing Small Group. 
 
Room 52 – Spiritual Disciplines: Growing Christlike Together 
Daniel & Amanda Bowman, Berlin Baptist 
Using Richard Foster’s book, Celebration of Discipline and the Bible, we’ll focus on spiritual disciplines that modern-
day Christians rarely employ. Some would greatly help them in their walk with Jesus, their daily lives, their 
relationships, and their ministries. 

 
 
 



WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
Room 30 – Detox from Toxic People: 7 Beginning Steps to Freedom 
Darlene Larson, Hearts with a Purpose 
Are you confused how to handle a relationship? Does that individual cause chaos? Do you care so much that your 
heart hurts? Is it always your fault? Toxic people are masters at creating chaos, drama, pain, and causing you to 
second guess. It’s at your expense and they push it on you as your issue. Abuse leaves you believing you may be 
the crazy one, when in reality, it is he, she, or them that are the real crazy makers. Shrink the alienation, anxiety, 
and anger that brew from toxic relationships. Join me and learn to let go of the lies from the poison of toxicity. 

 
LEADERSHIP  
Room 54 – Leading on Purpose 
Because Your Ministry Matters 
John Nixon, North Park Baptist Church 
Too often our serving consists of a “I 
will give it my best” mentality with 
results that are more accidental than 
intentional. No matter how you became 
the “lead person” of your ministry or 
how big or small it is, you should be 
intentional about it because it really 
matters. In this workshop, we will 
share practical ways to approach your 
ministry with purpose so you are able 
to put energy behind it that gives 
direction to you and others who are a 
part of it.   
 
Room 56 – Thinking Partners: 
Building Ministry Resilience 
Through Coaching and Spiritual Direction. 
Tim Young, PIR Ministries 
When we are faced with ministry challenges, or simply want to continue to grow in our own discipleship and 
leadership, "thinking partners" can be an effective resource. This workshop will explore the elements of a 
relationship with a coach or spiritual director, how it can benefit your ministry, and why every pastor should have a 
thinking partner. We will include stories of transformation and growth from actual coaching/spiritual direction 
relationships. 

 
MISSIONS & EVANGELISM 
Room 58 – Raising up Missionaries  
John Jackson, Compass 28:19 
Churches are biblical “greenhouses” for mentoring, equipping, coaching and sending missionaries today.  You can 
lead a movement in your local church in identifying individuals whom God may be leading to short-term or long-term 
mission ministries. This sought-out workshop will help you discover a workable plan that will assist your church in 
growing your own missionaries from “seeds to sending!”  

 
TECHNOLOGY 
Room 64 – Service Flow 
Justin Edmonds, EM Technologies 
Service flow is one of the most neglected things of our service: how we should prepare for it, how to go through a 
soundtrack, how to make sure everyone’s on the same page, what are the key details that need to be known, and at 
what time to make sure everyone is on the same page and a service can be executed stress-free. 

 



WORSHIP 
Room 66 – Curating Your Music Library 
Nathan Vaughn, Highland Hills Baptist Church 
This workshop will cover how to evaluate music that your congregation sings, how to introduce new music, and 
rotating your library so that the music is memorable and fresh. 

 
CHILDREN 
Room 122 – Teaching/Modeling Bible Skills to Children  
Danielle Vaughn, Highland Hills Baptist Church 
How to use your weekly classroom time to encourage kids to put their faith in action in your church and at home. 
Will provide tips to get kids excited about serving and how to engage families along with them.  
 
Room 124 – "Tell Me the Stories of Jesus" 
Danielle Olander, West Cannon 
Baptist Church 
Being an effective teacher requires 
being a ready learner. Come and learn 
new techniques and tips for lesson 
preparation and teaching children. 
 
Room 126 – The Beauty of Inclusion 
Hannah Vandervelde, Crossroads 
Bible Church 
My heart is to see teachers equipped 
to bring kids of all abilities into a 
Sunday morning context. Years before 
my current role, I was entrusted with 
leading a special needs ministry, and 
my involvement in this area remains a 
primary part of my job. In this 
workshop, we will talk through an 
overview of trauma-informed care, how 
to dialogue with parents in this area, 
resource suggestions, and some tips 
and tricks I’ve learned along the way.  

 
STUDENT MINISTRY 
Room 128 – Four Pillars for Youth Ministry 
Wes Crawford, West Cannon Baptist Church 
This workshop will discuss four critical pillars to a gospel and Bible-centered youth ministry. These pillars will help 
you build a vision for your youth ministry that is focused on the Word of God, coming alongside of families, and 
discipleship. This workshop will also give tips about building a team of volunteer youth leaders. 
 
Room 129 – International Mission Trips are Hard, Expensive, Challenging (and Totally Worth It) 
Craig Perry, Forest Hills Baptist Church 
We will discuss the benefits of short-term student mission trips, some of the mistakes made when conducting these 
trips, the philosophy behind them, and how even smaller churches can make it happen. 

Session  WORKSHOPS  /  FRIDAY, 8:40 – 9:30 PM 





GENERAL 
Room 38 – Science Confirms the Bible 
Bob Gillespie, Reasons for Hope 
Science confirms the Bible. This workshop will show how real observational science is not against the Bible but 
actually confirms what God said in Genesis.  
 
Room 54 – Is Separation of Church and State Biblical? 
Ray Paget, Emmanuel Free Church 
Most of us think "separation of church and state" is as American as apple pie. But is it a biblical concept, and how 
should the church effectively relate to secular government? 

 
DISCIPLESHIP 
Room 34 – How to Build Deep Long-Term Cross-Cultural Relationships for the Sake of the Gospel 
Joel Shaffer & Davien Fizer, Urban Transformation Ministries 
As America becomes more diverse, it has become more divided; not only racially/ethnically, but also politically, 
socio-economically, and religiously. We will share stories and basic principles tried by fire of how to develop and 
maintain deep cross-cultural relationships. These relationships have led to multiple evangelism opportunities with 
unbelievers and is overcoming racial, ethnic, political, socio-economic barriers with fellow believers leading to deep 
unity in Christ without creating a false uniformity.   
 
Room 31/33 – Mentoring 
Nate Wagner, Sparta Baptist Church 
One of the most basic and highly intimidating responsibilities of any leader is to reproduce yourself in the life of 
another. Because the how's are prone to overshadow the why, this crucial element of leadership and the Christian 
life often goes overlooked. What if it was less about a program and materials and more about utilizing healthy 
frameworks for growth? What if you are more ready than you realize to take on this incredible challenge and 
privilege?  

 
LEADERSHIP 
Room 52 – Pastors and Church Boards - How to Have Greater Trust and Unity 
Tim Hoyt, Magnify Church 
There often seems to be a pathology in the relationships between pastors and church boards that hinder ministries 
from thriving. If there is not open disunity, it may be growing behind the scenes. There is a better way. It's called 
Policy Governance, introduced by John Carver in his book, Boards That Make a Difference. Join us for an 
introduction to the governance model that has helped churches to grow in trust and unity between board and 
Pastor. 
 
Room 50 – Where Have All the Leaders Gone? 
Doug Crawford, West Cannon Baptist Church & Bridge Fellowship (MARBC) 
Why are older leaders tired out and younger leaders leaving the church? Strengthening, and even revitalizing, the 
church of Jesus Christ requires preparing new leaders and making room for them in our ministry. How can we make 
leadership development a part of our ministry DNA? 

 
 
 

Session  WORKSHOPS  /  SATURDAY, 8:30 – 9:20 AM 



MISSIONS & 
EVANGELISM 
Room 58 – Public Schools: The 
Secret Mission Field 
Keith Buffinga, MI Bible Clubs  
Christians often lament how they wish 
the Bible were taught in public school, 
when in reality public school education 
CAN include the Bible. In this session 
you will learn about the legality of 
Released Time Classes and After-
School Clubs from organizations that 
can help provide the techniques, 
materials and support structure to get 
a Bible Club started in your local public 
or charter School. Together let's reach 
the unreached in our public schools. 
 
Room 56 – Developing and 
Assessing Your Missions Program 
Kelly Fath, West Cannon Baptist Church 
Whether you’re launching, refreshing, or simply evaluating your church’s missions program, we’ll discuss various 
strategies, philosophies, priorities, and activities that may enhance your church’s global (and local) outreach. 

 
CHILDREN 
Room 122 – Practical Partnering With Kids and Parents as They Navigate the Public Library 
Kristin Wynalda, Big Books, Little Ears 
Can you judge a book by its cover? Should you?? It’s no secret that no topic is off limits in kid’s books today. In this 
workshop we’ll discuss current trends in publishing, and review important terms so you know what it means when 
you hear that a student left a stack of YA graphic novels in the back of the church bus. Next, we’ll explore easy 
ways to talk about books and media with students and their parents so that they feel equipped to be discerning. 
Finally, I’ll share specific titles (both secular and faith based) that students in your life will enjoy, so you’re armed 
with recommendations. 
 
Room 124 – Effective Teaching Techniques 
Ralph Marrena, Regular Baptist Press 
Being an effective teacher requires being a ready learner. Come and learn new techniques and tips for lesson 
preparation and teaching children.  
 
Room 126 – Teach Them to Remember! 
Rochelle Visser, Camp Michawana & Trinity Baptist Church 
Can you remember what your third grade teacher told you in 1994 about the 7th commandment? How about what 
Yankee Doodle called his feather after he put it in his cap? Camp Michawana sees campers remembering FULL 
passages of the Bible that they've learned 3, 5, and even 10 years prior by using Sword Jams scripture memory and 
Blast Through The Bible motions. Learn strategies to put Bible verses, key facts, the Gospel, and even the 
Genealogies in ways that will stick with your students for life. 
 
Room 128 – In the Beginning and Once Upon a Time 
Brynn Arendt, Magnify Church 
We are a storied people. We are created by a storytelling God and from the earliest of our days we long to connect 
with meaningful stories. In particular, children have the ability to grab a hold of good stories in emotional and 
sensational ways. This workshop will allow us to consider the relationship between God's true and lasting story, the 
earth, our bodies and other fictional stories. Come prepared to share your favorite story as a child.  
 



STUDENT 
Room 129 – What’s Up with Teen Identity? 
Dan Schellenberg, Forest Hills Baptist Church 
Identity is a prominent topic in our society these days. “Identity formation” has been described as the chief 
psychological task of adolescence. How does our culture’s changing notions of identity affect teens today? How are 
teens conceptualizing identity in new ways? What is the new language of identity? What resources does our faith 
provide to ground a sense of identity? How can we talk with teens about these issues? 

 
WORSHIP 
Room 64 – When We Gather, We Grow: Planning Worship Services for Disciples 
Chad Vitarelli, Bella Vista Church 
What if we planned our worship services so that our people would actually grow in Christ? This recent doctoral 
research study identified 20 worship leaders from all over the country who see the convergence between corporate 
worship and Christian discipleship, and plan their gatherings accordingly. Along with the findings of the study, we’ll 
present a planning matrix, developed as a tool for planning worship services for spiritual growth. 

 
WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
Room 30 – The ABC's for Women Friendships 
Darlene Larson, Hearts with a Purpose 
Connecting and caring as women is like holding your friend’s heart in your hand. Learn how to protect her heart and 
yours with common sense girlfriend care from A-Z. 
 
Room 32 – Feeding YOUR Soul 
Gail Ramesh & Linda Ploeg, Magnify Church 
Strategies to help women in leadership to maneuver life beautifully when it's easy, hard and everything in between. 

 
MEN’S MINISTRY 
Room 66 – Three Roadblocks to Understanding Masculinity 
Jason Hsieh, Trinity Baptist Church 
Views of masculinity can change with succeeding generations and cultures. But sometimes, the church is no better 
when we allow our preferences to be the core of how we understand masculinity. This workshop will highlight three 
roadblocks to understanding masculinity in a more Christ-centered, biblical way. Implications for ministry to men, 
singles, couples, and leadership development will be covered. 

Session  WORKSHOPS  /  SATURDAY, 8:30 – 9:20 AM 





GENERAL 
Room 31/33 – The Bible and Homosexuality 
Nate Archer, First Baptist Church, Middleville 
We can no longer assume that the people in our churches have a biblical view of homosexual relationships. 
Christian workers need to be equipped to respond to revisionist arguments that claim the Bible approves of 
homosexuality. 
 
Room 64 – Special Needs in Ministry  
Melissa Byrd, Berlin Baptist Church 
There are all sorts of disabilities and it is vital to know what the Bible says about how we should treat people with 
disabilities and their families. I will offer advice on how to teach and respond to possible behaviors from trauma and/
or a student who has a disability in our children's/ youth programs. Each attendee will also get a glimpse into what it 
might feel like to have a disability by participating in a couple interactive activities.  
 
Room 52 – Questions You Should Be Asking About Politics and Policies  
Jason Hsieh, Trinity Baptist Church 
Social media and the 24-hour news cycle means many in your church (perhaps yourself included!) can be 
inundated with political news and opinion. Whether such intake is wise and God-glorifying depends on whether or 
not you're asking yourself and those you minister to some critical questions. This workshop will highlight questions 
to ask to help you steward your intake of politics and protect and promote your witness for the Gospel. The 
workshop speaker worked in various political and governmental agencies for over a decade in Washington, DC and 
now serves as a pastor of discipleship and counseling in Grand Rapids. 
 
Room 32 – Church & Parachurch: Friends or Foes? 
David Rodgers & Rochelle Visser, Trinity Baptist Church 
Are churches and parachurches friends or foes? The answer is “yes.”  Healthy churches and parachurches can 
bring glory to God. Unhealthy churches and/or unhealthy parachurch organizations can cause many different 
problems. We will be talking about how parachurches can come alongside church to help with the work of the 
ministry. This workshop is designed for those in both church and parachurch ministries. 
Room 118 – Biblical Foundations for Sabbaticals 
Sean Nemecek, PIR Ministries 
We will explore the biblical principles for sabbatical and why sabbatical are good for both your church and your 
pastor. 

 
DISCIPLESHIP 
Room 34 – Leading Meaningful Small Group Conversations 
Jake Oswald, Ada Bible Church 
Small groups can be a great place for meaningful conversations and spiritual growth. We are going to talk about 
what we can do as leaders to help open the door for meaningful conversation and spiritual growth. 
 
Room 38 – Thinking (Differently) about Singleness in the Church 
Kelly Fath, West Cannon Baptist Church 
Single adults are a fast-growing demographic in both society and the church. Yet in our ministries they are often 
misunderstood, overlooked, and/or unengaged. We’ll look at singleness from various angles -- including theological, 
historical, cultural and worldview -- in order to foster greater understanding, to improve communication, and to 
suggest ways your church family might minister more effectively to/with single adults. 
 
 
 
 

Session  WORKSHOPS  /  SATURDAY, 12:12 – 1:10 PM 



Room 50 – Discipleship as a Spiritual Discipline 
Andrew Bolkcom, First Baptist Church, Lowell 
We need other Christians if we are to become more like Jesus. And other Christians need us if they are to become 
more like Jesus. This is the essence of discipleship. And yet it seems many Christians do not have a specific, long-
term plan for investing in the spiritual growth of other Christians. This workshop will explore the basic dynamics of a 
discipleship relationship and then explain how to make this central command of Jesus a regular, long-term part of 
your Christian life. We will find that this is a primary way in which God grows us even as we invest in other people. 
 
LEADERSHIP 
Room 54 – Multiplying Healthy Spiritual Leaders 
Jim Jeffery, Chapel Pointe Church 
The health of the church and advancement of the gospel requires multiplying spiritual leaders. We will examine the 
"roots and fruits" of leaders who are able to lead teams, churches and ministries for Christ. 

 
MISSIONS & EVANGELISM 
Room 58 – Making Connections through ESL Ministries 
Michael & Monica Pasquale, Cornerstone University & EveryEthne (ABWE) 
This workshop covers how to develop an effective ESL ministry in your local church. It will introduce key principles 
of language learning and teaching and apply those principles to practical ESL contexts. Curricula and ESL 
resources will be examined. 

 
CHILDREN 
Room 122 – Reaching Your Community Through Sports 
Chris Minor, Oakfield Baptist Church 
Learn how to build a successful sports ministry that reaches unchurched families. Oakfield Baptist Sports started in 
2014 and has impacted the lives of hundreds of families in our community. A church of about seventy people has 
one of the fastest growing sports leagues in the area. They are doing it with Bible lessons, Scripture memorization, 
gospel presentations, and coaches dedicated to seeing children and families know Christ. Learn how to have an 
independent self-sustaining budget, scheduling that families love, finding the right volunteers, and an impact that 
goes beyond the court and field. 
 
Room 124 – Teaching Children to Pray 
Becki Watson, Wyoming Park Bible Fellowship 
A vibrant prayer life is essential to every believer's walk with Christ. This workshop will discuss practical ideas for 
encouraging the development of this important and challenging spiritual discipline in the lives of kids: whether at 
home or in the church context.  
 
Room 126 – Teaching with Intentionality 
Melissa Kent, West Cannon Baptist Church 
Teaching stories from the Bible are an important part of a lesson, but there is so much more to teach children than 
just the plot, setting, and characters of the story. Learn how to set the foundation for sharing the truths found in the 
Bible and seeing God's plan of redemption in every story. Explore how to reach children with diverse learning styles 
and keep your students engaged during the lesson.  
 
STUDENT MINISTRY 
Room 128 – Out of Bounds 
Jory Trim, Trinity Baptist Church 
Ministering to teens can get messy in a hurry. Establishing and maintaining healthy boundaries not only protects 
mentors and mentees but also makes sure we are in a position to continue ministering to teens in their times of 
need. In this seminar, we will explore healthy boundaries for mentor-mentee relationships and the wisdom of 
accountability.  
 



Room 129 – Understanding Gen Z and Discipleship 
Matt Wallace, Cornerstone University/Friendship Sports International 
Using current research data from Our Daily Bread and the Barna Group and others, this workshop will discuss 
effective ways to engage in discipleship with young adults labeled Gen Z or late millennials. The goal will be to 
understand some generational trends, how they view church, the Bible and faith and how to use this information to 
be more effective with the Gospel and discipleship. 
 
COUNSELING 
Room 30 – Church Health: Removing the Fear of Church Discipline 
Andy Molyneux, First Baptist Church, Mt. Pleasant 
Following through with church discipline can be a scary thing. This fear often results from bad experiences in the 
past and misunderstandings. In this workshop, we will look into God's Word to refine our methods and our motives 
in order to strengthen the health of our local churches. 
 
Room 56 – Betrayal Trauma: The 
Invisible Wound 
David Uitdeflesch & Alaina Smith, 
Centennial Park Counseling & 
Mariposa Counseling Services 
This workshop is focused on the 
needs of those who love men who 
have sexually compulsive behaviors. 
We will discuss the impact it has on 
their lives and mental health.  
Participants will learn about the pain 
these women experience and suggest 
resources for healing. How do we help 
women who often silently live with 
feelings of shame and sometimes 
betrayal trauma that goes deep into 
their core selves? 

 
WORSHIP 
Room 66 – How to Plan a Worship Service 
Nathan Vaughn, Highland Hills Baptist Church 
This workshop will cover how to plan a worship service, from matching a sermon series to creating continuity where 
there is seemingly none. We will also discuss how to choose appropriate music and Scripture to create a meaningful 
time of congregational worship. 

Session  WORKSHOPS  /  SATURDAY, 12:12 – 1:10 PM 





GENERAL 
Room 34 – Discerning What is True in a Brave New Post-Modern World 
Joel Shaffer, Urban Transformation Ministries 
The social media revolution has led today’s culture to drink from a firehose of information, ideologies, and news 
from millions of different sources including much that does not conform to biblical truth. With several opposing 
groups accusing each other of fake news, fascism, historical revisionism, grooming, racism, and more, how can we 
know who's lying and who’s truth-telling? This workshop will teach and apply several useful tools including 
hermeneutical methods, and how to avoid logical fallacies.  
 
Room 50 – When Jesus Knocks: A  Lesson from Laodicea 
Doug Crawford, West Cannon Baptist Church & Bridge Fellowship (MARBC) 
What did a pandemic and political season reveal about the source of fellowship in the church? How does the gospel 
inform and transform our worldview as the body of Christ? 
 
Room 52 – Understanding Transgender Ideology 
Nate Archer, First Baptist Church of Middleville 
This workshop will help you understand and explain to others that the transgender ideology being promoted today is 
very new, constantly changing, unscientific, contradictory, and harmful to vulnerable people. 
 
Room 118 – Planning your DREAM Sabbatical 
Sean Nemecek, PIR Ministries 
Explore the elements of a life-giving sabbatical and how a sabbatical can be an investment in sustainable, long-
term ministry. 

 
DISCIPLESHIP 
Room 32 – Equipped to Serve: Mobilizing Your Church and Small Groups 
Carol Gates, Magnify Church 
Believers are called to care for the poor, marginalized, widows, orphans and refugees; however, as a church and as 
individuals, it's a challenge to identify where to begin and to balance all the roles/needs in our own lives. In this 
session I will present a model to mobilize and equip individuals and groups to serve well in their community. 

 
LEADERSHIP 
Room 38 – Leading Healthy Teams  
Nate Wagner, Sparta Baptist Church 
The skills required to be a great team member and lead highly effective teams don't come naturally, but they can be 
developed and employed. We will consider together five Gs, six priorities, and seven building blocks for leading 
healthy, high functioning teams. 
 
Room 54 – Leading Through Change Because Your Mission Matters 
John Nixon, North Park Baptist Church 
Every effective ministry pursues change at some point in order to remain faithful to its mission. Even when the new 
vision is exciting, developing a strategy to get you from where you are to where you want to be can be 
overwhelming. In this workshop, we will discuss how to navigate any change in a way that people want to follow. 
We will share a tool to help you craft your message so that your people are as excited about your new vision as you 
are.  

 

Session  WORKSHOPS  /  SATURDAY, 1:40 – 2:30 PM 



MISSIONS & EVANGELISM 
Room 58 – Adoption and Orphan Care As Part of Your Church's Mission Plan 
John Shirley, Love Goes Home: Live Global 
The crisis is real with more than 153 million orphans in the world without a home and without Christ. God has 
commissioned His church to love these broken little ones. Love Goes Home builds partnerships between American 
and national churches. Together, these churches rescue abandoned children in Haiti and the Dominican Republic 
by placing them in loving, Christian homes within their communities. This workshop will equip churches both 
biblically and practically to care for orphans in their own city and around the world. 

 
CHILDREN 
Room 122 – Easy Ways to Include Gospel Picture Books in Your Ministry 
Kristin Wynalda, Big Books, Little Ears 
An excellent picture book captures not only the attention of a child, but also their heart. There are many times with 
students that you could easily add a gospel-centered picture book. We’ll explore the why and how of including 
picture books in your ministry, without adding more work for you. I’ll also answer the what, and discuss recent 
Christian picture book titles (and a few chapter books) that should be on your radar. 
 
Room 119 – Managing Your Classroom  
Anna Sytsma, Child Evangelism Fellowship 
Have you ever felt frustrated with the lack of kids paying attention in your class? Have you ever thought "If only the 
kids would just sit still and be quiet?" Have you wondered what you can do to keep the kids engaged in your 
classroom? If any of those are true for you then this session is perfect for you. We will discuss the causes of 
discipline problems and discuss ways to prevent further disciple problems from happening.  
 
Room 126 – Sharing Christ with Kids 
Mary Lou Heyboer, BCM International 
Using the parable of the soils, we will examine how to share Christ simply and biblically with children. We will look at 
the FARMER (you the teacher), the SOILS (the students), the SEED (the Gospel presentation), and the HARVEST 
(helping a child to trust Christ as Savior). 
 
Room 124 – Tools for Family Discipleship 
Becki Watson, Wyoming Park Bible Fellowship 
This workshop will discuss various ways a church can equip, encourage, and train parents for the raising of young 
disciples. 
 
STUDENT MINISTRY 
Room 128 – Youth Ministry is Church Ministry 
Jory Trim, Trinity Baptist Church 
Youth group has rightly been critisiced for functioning as a pseudo-parachurch ministry within the local church walls. 
The teens may share the same budget and building as everyone else, but in every other way, they function 
independently from the rest of the church body. Research continues to show that teens who develop meaningful 
intergenerational relationships and regularly serve in the church are more likely to remain engaged in the church 
beyond their teen years. In this seminar, we will explore ways to leverage youth ministry to get teens doing church 
ministry that gets them serving and connecting with the body.  
 
Room 129 – Faith For Exiles: Helping Students Following Jesus in Digital Babylon 
Matt Bell, NorthPointe Christian High School 
Based on groundbreaking research of David Kinnaman & Mark Matlock in their book, Faith for Exiles, this workshop 
will help pastors, parents, teachers, or virtually anyone who works with this next generation to help prepare young 
Christians to thrive and cultivate faithfulness in our world today. Although this workshop is designed for those who 
work/live with students, all generations are learning to navigate our new cultural setting and digital reality. Therefore, 
it is the hope that all followers of Jesus would leave empowered and motivated, no matter what age. 
 



COUNSELING 
Room 31/33 – Church Health: Go and Be Reconciled 
Andy Molyneux, First Baptist Church, Mt. Pleasant 
Forgiveness and reconciliation are essential to our worship! We have all experienced conflict in our families and 
friendships in the community. If you go to any church long enough, there will be some conflict there too. When 
conflict comes, what are we do do with it? What is forgiveness? How should we pursue reconciliation? Is it worth it?  
God's Word has answers. 

 
WORSHIP 
Room 64 – Songs in the Key of Worship 
Chad Vitarelli, Bella Vista Church 
Songs are important building blocks in our corporate worship gatherings, but there are a lot to choose from! In this 
seminar we’ll establish some musical, biblical, and community criteria for choosing the very best songs for worship 
in our individual local churches, and then we’ll practice analyzing some songs according to those criteria. 
 
TECHNOLOGY 
Room 66 – Enhance Don't Distract 
Justin Edmonds, EM Technologies 
Technology is great!!! We use it every 
where for almost everything but we 
need to make sure we use it in the 
correct way. We should be enhancing 
our services and our mission and not 
distracting. This means we need to 
have vision cast and educated staff 
and volunteers to ensure we are 
enhancing our service and mission 
rather than distracting from it. 

 
WOMEN’S 
MINISTRY 
Room 30 – F.A.C.E. Time: Learn 
How to Confront in Truth with 
Kindness 
Darlene Larson, Hearts with a Purpose 
Do you dread those tough conversations? Do you cower and try to sweep them away? Do you withdraw, but it 
leaves you hurting more so? Jesus said, “Speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is 
the head, even Christ.” (Eph 4:15). Learn how to speak the truth in love and grow up in all aspects. Learn F.A.C.E. 
time and respond instead of react. 
 
Room 56 – The L.I.F.E. of a Leader 
Gail Ramesh & Linda Ploeg, Magnify Church 
Strategies to help leaders grow their women through encouragement, connection, prayer, and eager service. 

Session  WORKSHOPS  /  SATURDAY, 1:40 – 2:30 PM 






